
Minutes of Council Meeting 
Tuesday, October 2, 2007 

 
Present:  Van A. Stickles, Mayor 
   Barbara Butler, Council Member 
   Chasity Sanders Canaday, Clerk/Treasurer 
   Larry McDowell, General Manager, Elloree Water System 
   John D. Singh, Town Administrator 
   J. Preston Avinger, Chief of Police 

          
 

I. Call to Order 
 

Mayor Van Stickles called the meeting to order at 5:30pm. 
 

II. Opening Prayer 
 

Mayor Van Stickles provided the invocation.  
 

III. Approval of Minutes 
 

Approval of the minutes was tabled until the November meeting. 
 

IV. Special Guest OR Public Request or Comment 
 

Dwight C. Summers of Brodie, Summers, and Wilkes presented the 2006 
audit to the Mayor and Council, noting that the town is receiving an 
unqualified opinion, which means that there were no irregularities in the 
audit. 
 
The total assets increased roughly $97,000 from the previous fiscal year. 
There was a slight increase in revenue for the Town, with a slight decrease 
for the Water System. There was also an increase in expenditures. The Town 
again showed a profit for the fiscal year. 
 
Summers noted that the primary sources of revenue for the town were grant 
revenue, special contributions, property taxes, and taxes collected by the 
state. 
 
Revenue and expenditures were broken down and presented by department, 
including Streets and Parks, Water and Sewer, General Government, and the 
Police Department. 



The Streets and Parks Department showed a loss for the year, due primarily 
to depreciation of assets. However, there was a positive cash flow for the 
department. 
 
Teresa Hodge of Civil Engineering Consulting Services presented the plans for 
the Phase III Streetscape project, which will cover Cleveland Street from 
Highway 6 to Lexington Street. She addressed issues faced during the project 
and the ways that the Town plans to address those concerns. 
 
Hodge noted that Phase III will seek to continue the same design that was 
utilized in the existing streetscapes. The project will also include low voltage 
lighting, enhanced sidewalks and parking, and new landscaping features. 
 
The permitting phase should take approximately 3 weeks, and then the 
project will be ready to move forward. 
 
The meeting was opened for public comments and questions. 
 
Claudette Pauling addressed the Mayor and Council regarding the Elloree 
Boys and Girls Club Board of Directors. She expressed concern over the 
method for selection of the Board members. Mayor Stickles noted that the 
Board members for the Boys and Girls Club have not yet been selected. 
 
Administrator John Singh clarified the selection process, noting that the 
initial process consisted of gathering input from town officials and from 
interested persons in the public. Once the Town has finished compiling a list 
of interested individuals, the selection process will continue through an 
application and interview process. 
 
The Elloree Boys and Girls Club hopes to have its Board of Directors in place 
in January 2008. Until then, the Orangeburg County Boys and Girls Club 
Board of Directors will assist in the oversight of the Elloree program. 
 
Linda Stickles, President of the Elloree Mentor Book Club, addressed the 
aŀȅƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
maintain and operate the Mentor Library in Elloree. The library is a branch of 
the Orangeburg County library system. 
 
The Book Club has renovated the library in the past few months, installing 
new lighting, new carpet, and other amenities. 
 
She also provided information showing that the Elloree Mentor library has 
the highest circulation of all branches of the Orangeburg County library 
system, including the Bookmobile. She encouraged residents and visitors to 



visit the library to see the improvements to the facility and to take advantage 
of the programs offered there. 

 

V. Water Commission Report 
 

Elloree Water Commission General Manager Larry McDowell presented the 
monthly report and minutes of the September 11, 2007 water commission 
meeting to the council. He said the system completed 53 work orders and 
billed 636 customers. The system billed 363 customers on behalf of the town 
for household trash services. The estimated water loss was 16%, down from 
18% in August. 
 
There were no DHEC violations for the month of September at the 
wastewater facility. There was one violation at the water facility because the 
required amount of samples were not pulled. 

There was also a concern due to the iron content of a sample taken at the 
new well on Hampton Street. McDowell noted that the Water System is 
taking measures to correct the problem before the new well is brought on 
line in the system. 

General Manager McDowell also reported that the Elloree Water 
Commission will hold their regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, October 9, 
2007 at 6:00pm at the Elloree Water System. 

 
VI. Police Report 

 
Chief Preston Avinger delivered the report from the police department, 
reporting the following information for action taken: 
 

15 Calls for Service 
3 Arrests 
1 Arrest for driving under suspension 
1 Arrest for transportation of open liquor 
1 Arrest for possession of drug paraphernalia 
2 Calls for assistance from the Santee Police Department 
71 Traffic Stops 
58 Uniform traffic tickets  
 

Chief Avinger noted that, on September 1, the Police Department conducted 
a traffic safety stop in conjunction with the South Carolina Highway Patrol 
that resulted in 2 arrests for Driving Under the Influence and numerous 
traffic violations. 



 
hƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ тΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ½ŜǊƻ ¢ƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜέ 
with all officers of the Elloree Police Department participating. This effort 
consisted of all officers conducting simultaneous patrols throughout the 
Town on a continuous basis with a primary focus on high visibility, crime 
prevention, and a zero tolerance approach toward any violations of state 
law. Similar operations will be conducted every six weeks to two months. 
 
IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ŝ-alert program is underway, 
with forms being developed for distribution to all town businesses. 

 
VII. Administrator Report 

 

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ WƻƘƴ {ƛƴƎƘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ noting that 
there will be a commerce forum held on Tuesday, October 2, 2007 at 6:30pm 
following the Town Council Meeting.  

Administrator Singh also addressed the recent phone outages that occurred 
in town within the past week. The outage was due to the cutting of a fiber 
optic cable near I-26. The outage lasted several hours and was resolved with 
the assistance of the Orangeburg County Emergency Services department. 

Arborists from SCE&G, Carolina Tree Service, and the Forestry Commission 
met with town officials and SCE&G representatives to further review and 
address the tree status within town, taking into account the ANSE 300 
standards utilized in Elloree. 

Representatives of the Forestry Commission will be at the November council 
meeting to discuss town trees and their maintenance. They will return to the 
February meeting, along with members of Carolina Tree Service to further 
address the care and maintenance issues for the trees. 

        

VIII. Old Business 
 

¢ƘŜ aŀȅƻǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ 
Recreation Advisory Committee. The proposal will be brought back to 
council for approval in the November 13, 2007 council meeting. 
 
 Administrator Singh noted that selection of the Boys and Girls Club Board 
of Directors has been delayed to allow for greater input from town officials 
and representatives of the Club. 
 



Clerk Chasity Canaday delivered a report regarding the Arts and Antiques 
Festival scheduled for October 26 and 27.  

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ {ƛƴƎƘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǘǊƛŎƪ ƻǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ 
hours are scheduled from 6:00pm to 8:00pm on Wednesday, October 31, 
2007. He invited all residents to participate in Trunk or Treat at Joe Miller 
Park, which is being sponsored by the Town and the Pythian Sisters Temple 
No. 4 of Elloree. 

 

IX. New Business 
 

Singh also informed the public that the November council meeting will be 
held on November 13, 2007 at 5:30pm instead of November 6, due to the 
Election Day schedule. All residents were encouraged to vote in the 
election.                                               

 
X. Executive Session*** 

 

There was no executive session. 

 
XI. Adjournment 

 

Mayor Van Stickles adjourned the meeting at 6:30pm. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted By, 

 

 

Chasity Sanders Canaday, Town Clerk/Treasurer 

 

 

 

 


